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Pentagon will hold off on transgender troops ban despite Supreme Court ruling [Corey Dickstein, Stars 

and Stripes, 23 January 2019] 

 The Pentagon will not immediately implement President Donald Trump’s ban on transgender men and 

women serving in the military, the Defense Department said Wednesday, one day after the Supreme Court 

removed some legal roadblocks that have stalled the controversial policy. 

 The Supreme Court’s 5-4 decision on Tuesday removed preliminary injunctions that for more than a year 

halted the Pentagon from implementing the so-called “Mattis Plan,” a policy penned by former Defense 

Secretary Jim Mattis at Trump’s direction that would ban most transgender men and women from enlisting in 

the military. However, one such preliminary injunction issued by a federal judge overseeing a discrimination 

lawsuit in Maryland remained in place as of Wednesday, said Air Force Lt. Col. Carla Gleason, a Pentagon 

spokeswoman. 

 Mattis’ plan was issued in March 2018 and claimed open service by transgender men and women could 

undermine the military’s combat readiness. It sought to exclude transgender individuals who had undergone 

a sex transition or were seeking to transition from their biological gender from joining the military. However, 

it granted exceptions for active-duty servicemembers who had already identified themselves as transgender. 

Officials said there were about 900 such servicemembers in the military now. 
Pentagon will hold off on transgender troops ban despite Supreme Court ruling 

 

Should women be required to register for the draft? Commission likely to recommend big changes 

[Gregory Korte, USA TODAY, 23 January 2019] 

 Three years ago, Congress created a commission to help it answer a pair of questions: Is the Selective 

Service System, which requires 18-year-old men to register for a potential military draft, working? If so, 

should it be expanded to include women? 

 The National Commission on Military, National, and Public Service will deliver an interim report 

Wednesday that hints at the breadth of its charge but gives few clues as to how it’s going to resolve the most 

controversial issues. 

 The military said it’s committed to an all-volunteer force and doesn’t have plans to implement a draft. But 

expanding the draft to include women would help by doubling the number of recruiting leads, officials 

argued, and foster a sense of gender inclusion in the national defense. 
Should women be required to register for the draft? Commission likely to recommend big changes 

 

‘Up or out’ is on its way out, and it’s time for ‘perform or out,’ Army secretary says [Meghann Myers, 

Army Times, 24 January 2019] 

 Army Secretary Mark Esper is looking to make talent management his top priority in 2019, he told Army 

Times on Thursday. 

 As Army readiness continues on a steady uptick, and the infrastructure for a modernization push is in place 

with Army Futures Command, the service’s top civilian is devoting more attention to a task force stood up 

specifically to help the Army through an overhaul of its promotions, assignments, and other processes that 

affect soldiers’ careers. 

 Over the past several years, the Army has been making overtures about the importance of talent 

management, of getting the best qualified and highest performing soldiers into the positions that best fit their 

skills and knowledge, rather than simply moving personnel around to fill openings based on who’s up for 

new orders first. 
‘Up or out’ is on its way out, and it’s time for ‘perform or out,’ Army secretary says 
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https://www.military.com/daily-news/2019/01/24/last-court-barrier-military-transgender-ban-likely-fall.html
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https://www.armytimes.com/news/your-army/2018/10/07/you-can-have-all-the-money-and-the-stuff-ausa-president-says-but-the-army-wont-work-without-the-right-people/
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Culture  

The Art of War: How combat artists are capturing the soul of the Marine Corps 

Colleges’ Reluctant Embrace of MLK Day 

Notre Dame to cover Christopher Columbus murals 

We honor Martin Luther King Jr. not for his victories but for his vision [OPINION] 

 

Discrimination 

Age bias law does not cover job applicants: U.S. appeals court 

U.N.C. Admissions Lawsuit Brings Another Attack on Affirmative Action 

 

Diversity 

Good ol’ boys network, meet Black girl magic: Black, female entrepreneurs are changing Silicon Valley 

How more women on cybersecurity teams can create advantages 

Is Being a ‘Minority’ Really Just a Matter of Numbers? 

New House Armed Services committee sees an influx of veterans, women 

Pentagon will hold off on transgender troops ban despite Supreme Court ruling 

Should women be required to register for the draft? Commission likely to recommend big changes 

 

Miscellaneous 

A better, safer, less expensive alternative to the new Army PT test? 

More Army Combat Arms Specialties Will Soon See Extended Training 

Trump administration asks Supreme Court to quickly take up census citizenship question 

‘Up or out’ is on its way out, and it’s time for ‘perform or out,’ Army secretary says 

Virginia House panel nixes ERA bills, in a major blow for feminist groups 

Zap: How Electric Therapy Is Curing Navy SEALs of PTSD … And Could Remake Brain Science 

 

Misconduct 

Court-martial: 35 years for airman who killed roommate 

Ex-Chicago policeman sentenced to nearly seven years in Black teen’s death 

How the court-martial against the Fitz’s former CO was thrown into disarray this week 

Paying the Price: The Hidden Cost of the ‘Fat Leonard’ Investigation 

Supervisor of Navy SEAL charged in war crime case 

 

Racism 

GM says it has ‘zero tolerance for discrimination’ following allegations of racism 

A new video shows a different side of the encounter between a Native American elder and teens in MAGA 

hats 

White supremacist pleads guilty to NYC sword killing 

 

Religion 

Bible classes in public schools? Why Christian lawmakers are pushing a wave of new bills 

His comment at lunch scared his classmates. It led police to a plot to attack Muslims. 

Supreme Court refuses to consider appeal from high school football coach fired for praying after games 

https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2019/01/24/the-art-of-war-how-combat-artists-are-capturing-the-soul-of-the-marine-corps/
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https://www.fifthdomain.com/workforce/2019/01/18/how-more-women-on-cybersecurity-teams-can-create-advantages/
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https://thehill.com/policy/transportation/426337-gm-says-it-has-zero-tolerance-for-discrimination-following-allegations
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/21/us/maga-hat-teens-native-american-second-video/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/01/21/us/maga-hat-teens-native-american-second-video/index.html
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https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/education/2019/01/23/in-god-we-trust-bible-public-school-christian-lawmakers/2614567002/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/01/23/his-comment-lunch-scared-his-school-classmates-it-led-police-plot-attack-muslims/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2019/01/22/supreme-court-wont-hear-praying-football-coach-case/1943694002/
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